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Mark 1:11-20

	We know of the Moravians mostly through our Methodist history.  John Wesley, as he crossed the Atlantic on his way to a mission in the new world of the colony of Georgia, encountered fearsome storms during the voyage, a common occurrence.  As the wind and wild water threatened to break the ship apart sending all to the bottom of the angry sea, Wesley was struck by a band of Moravians who did not seem at all terrified or even alarmed or much concerned by this threat to their lives.  They were calm in the face of the storm.  They went about their lives as though nothing was different; they prayed together, talked with one another, took up the tasks of the day as best they could.  The only clue that the Moravians were even aware of the catastrophe descending upon them was that they did seek hand holds throughout the ship that might keep them upright.  
	In seminary, in order to experientially learn about the faith tradition of others, a Moravian Love Feast was annually offered typically during Advent.  Chapel worship was organized around the hymns and prayers of the Moravians and often a distinctive Moravian star was hung in the worship area as a focus for meditation.  And following the service, all were invited to tables set around the periphery of the worship space, tables full with fruit juices, breads, fruit, rolls, and other tasty delights.  Few could remember exactly what hymn was sung or the thread of any prayer but all recalled the great food available from the tables.  The Moravian Love Feast was always the one chapel that was well attended.  
	But it wasn’t their food that attracted Wesley.  It was the way by which the faith of these Germans formed their lives.  Moravians are pietists.  That is, they believe that faith is to transform heart and soul and life.  It is not to be a one-day-a week activity but a way of life that becomes a way to life, life abundant and eternal.  Moravians are serious about living faithfully.  Wesley was so deeply impressed by the Moravians that concern for the poor expressed itself not only in speech about the needs of the poor but also in response to the poor in his community as he labored to feed and clothe and educate and heal those who had need.  
	Though we do not hear of it from Wesley, he would have been greatly impressed by their zeal in sharing the gospel.  A few Moravians found themselves to be called by God to bring good news to those who were sold into slavery and taken to the West 

						January 22, 2012 – Page 1

Indies to carry out life-threatening work on the plantations of these islands.  As expected, when the Moravians sought permission to share good news with the slaves, the owners were resolute in their refusing.  Who would want those Christians meddling in the lives of these slaves, teaching them about Jesus who came to save and free?  But the small band of Moravians were not to be denied the opportunity to evangelize the oppressed slave populations.  Rather than conclude that they had made a good effort, done all that they could do to live faithfully, some hit upon a solution to their dilemma.  Perhaps it was the Holy Spirit working in them and on them that caused them to realize that the key to being able to speak the good news was to sell themselves into slavery and be taken to the West Indies along with others.  And so they did.  And the good news of love and grace came was brought to those who were torn from their families and communities, those who had become property to be used and used up in any way their owner desired.  
	Surely these Moravians had been informed by the Markan passage read today.  Following baptism, just after Jesus had been led into and out of the wilderness (a matter for another season), Jesus offers his mission statement, proclaiming the good news of a Kingdom that had come near.  And the good news is simple: repent and believe in good news.  And then he invites others---Simon, Andrew, James, and John initially---to follow and fish.  To do so, they would have to leave fathers and boats and nets and trudge off to unfamiliar places to live among people who might welcome them.  Or who might crucify them.  The leaving was the repenting part, the following was the believing aspect of this call.  
	The word in Greek for “good news” and for “gospel” is the word ευαγγελιον (euaggelion – evangelion) which might be literally expressed as “good message”.   Good messages had come previously to people.   Good news was delivered to Abraham, that he would be father of nations and land.  Later similar good news was brought to Abraham and Sarah that she would bear a son, even as old as she was.  Good news was given to Moses that he would lead his people to freedom, even through a sea, all the way to a land flowing with milk and honey. Good news to placed on the lips of the prophets who called Israel back to God.   Good news was brought to Mary that she would bear a Son, Immanuel.  Good news was broadcast across the night sky that a child had been born, Glory to God in the Highest.  Good news would cause Stephen to 
remain faithfully forgiving even  under a shower of stones.  Good news would provide 
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strength and voice to Paul to travel the world in spite of rejection and danger.  
	Now that we have the word “evangel”---“good news”---before us, let us reclaim it, particularly from some who have used it to secure honor and glory for self, have misused it to build great wealth---again for self---, have abused it to inspire terror and fear, to paralyze and control.  When Jesus called the four to “follow”, when Christ calls others across all time and place to “follow”, he is inviting them and us to become evangelists.  And what does such a call inspire in us?  In her book Unbinding the Gospel, Martha Reese records the words of several church folks who were asked to call out responses to the world “evangelism”. “The air was full of only half-laughing shouts,” she recalls.  “Pushy,” “embarrassing,” “uncomfortable,” “going to Hell,” “awkward,” “pressuring,” “Tammy Faye Bakker,” “Bible thumpers,” and “Don’t talk about it---I don’t even want to think about this!”   [Reeves, Martha Grace, Unbinding the Gospel, p. 12]  Could any of these words or phrases come out of our mouths?
	Upon hearing “good news” and understanding that in some way they were asked to become evangelists, how have others responded?  Sarah laughed.  Moses complained.  Jonah ran away.  Mary questioned.  Shepherd feared.  Stephen died.  Paul counted himself “prisoner” which he occasionally found himself to be.  Good news disturbs even as it promises.  We can expect that evangelism, then, will be disturbing, to us, to others.  Though we would ask that the Spirit of God calm our fears, more often the Spirit stirs us up.  And that supposed to be “good news”?
	Good United Methodist energy is spent whining about empty pews and worrying about unfunded budgets and unrepaired buildings.  Perhaps we would be better served by remembering---and giving thanks.  Do we remember how we got here?  Most people have come because another brought them or invited them or invited and brought them.  In spite of all our marketing strategies, statistically, good news comes because of evangelists---not the telegenic, professional “Bible thumpers” but any who are willing to echo the disciple Phillip’s remark to Nathaniel, ”Come and see.”  Do we understand how this “here” came to be?  No one dropped millions of dollars upon a group of people so that they could build on this property.  Rather, several, many, generations gave of what they had, sometimes little more than the two coins of the widow who gave from all that she had, regularly, sacrificially so that people could have a place to gather and worship and work.  These people were and are evangelists whether they count themselves to be so or not.  They shared God’s good news of a people and place where hope and peace would be encountered. 
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	And they did not wait for some specific time or place to begin.  Evangelism can occur in every present time.  Good news can be shared at any moment, even as it is intended for every moment.  Because “good news”---as Wesley learned from the Moravians---is to be a way of life, opportunities to share it abound.  There is not a moment that passes, or a person who passes by, or a place into which we pass wherein good news could not do its transforming work.  
We may agree that the sharing of good news is always possible, particularly as God is always present and always acting in the world.  But is it up to us to proclaim it?  Briefly, succinctly---yes.  If not us, then who, if not now, when?   Who does God use to announce good news?  Our tradition reminds us that God has used the young and the old, carpenters and kings, insiders and outsiders, rich and poor, well-spoken and stumbling, fearful and fearless.  Often we attempt to excuse ourselves from evangelism by admitting that we are not sufficiently equipped to share good news.  We don’t have the vocabulary, the Biblical knowledge, long experience, sufficient blessing or gift to be an evangelist.  Good news, so we may protest, comes only from those who are courageous and prepared.  What courage and preparation is required to smile, to greet, to respond to a question, to exhibit compassion, to speak for justice, to comfort, to challenge?     
	Sharing good news requires nothing more than the willingness to do so, to speak the faith we know.  Receiving good news is not up to us, it is the work of the Spirit of God.  Too often we are like Jonah who, when challenged to go and share, runs the other direction.  Surely those Ninevites are so cantankerous and stubborn and different and evil as to be immune to good news.  Not only do we count ourselves incapable---or like Jonah, unwilling---but we are certain that our work will be fruitless.  And we are always surprised when the word we speak, the act we carry out opens a door through which good news can flow and flood a life.	
	“Repent and believe the good news”.    Be warned, if you follow this Christ, you will be asked, invited, challenged, encouraged, equipped, prepared, required to be evangelists in the manner of Simon and Andrew, James and John, Mary and Priscilla, Teresa and Dorothy.  Be assured that if you follow---and even if, like Jonah, you do not---God will be with you.  That’s good news.  Thanks be to God.   Amen.
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